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$2.50 Wheat
Means Other
Prices Go Up

To Serve as Precedent for
General Increase in

Living Cost

Administration May
Seek Compromise

Cotton and Coal Senators
All Favor Lifting of

Standards

By C. W. Gilbert
WASHINGTON, March 22. Two-'

ricilar-and-a-half wheat means more

than flour $3 or so a barrel higher.
It means higher prices generally. It
means an abandonment of price fixing,
in which the Administration has hesi-
tated and faltered, but which it planned
to extend. Or it means price fixing on

a high level. Two-dollar-and-a-half
wheat becomes virtually a scale. A

high price for wheat is a precedent.
That is why the movement for higher

priced wheat has gained such force
that the Administration will probably.;
be unable to stop it. The Administra-
tion is disturbed, but it is practically:
impotent. It has allowed the situation
to get to such a point that whatever
it does will be wrong. If it vetoes the
bill, the wheat grower will think that'
he is discriminated against and forced
to accept a regulated price when every¬
body else is permitted to profiteer. If
it accepts the bill, a new range of offi-
cial high prices will be in order.

Price Fixing Long
Under Congress Fire
The drive against price fixing began

when Congress came into session last j
Pc comber. And as price fixing has
been carried out it had a good deal of
excuse. The sugar and fuel investiga¬
tions had their animus in the fight!
r.gainst price fixing. And the short¬
age in coal was largely the result of
blunders in price fixing. The attacks
upon Hoover have come from oppo-
re' of price fixing.
The Administration has furnished

lie enemies of regulation with most
of their ammunition. By regulating a;
price here and not regulating another1
ii.ere it has brought about inequality
and dissatisfaction. Xo one is happy.
The producer whose price is regulated,
M.oks enviously at the one whose price
is not. The one whose price is not is
full of anxiety lest the government'
shall turn its attention to him next.
The consumer fails to see where he is
benefited, for prices to him have been
«.¡.tremely high in all the regulated
commodities, and in. many of them;
there has been a shortage.
Alt of this sentiment has been n.ak-

:r,g itself felt in Congress until the
case of the wheat farmer offered an op¬
portunity for everyone with a com-
rr.unity to protect to unite in behalf of
the unhappy farmer and perform an
net of patriotism by "stimulating pro-
dnc'.ion.-' The sentiment for $2.50
wheat not by any means all a wheat
"tat" sentiment. It is a conservative'
stntirrent. Above all it is a cotton
state sentiment.
When you have said cotton in Wash¬

ington you have said a great deal. That
little word explains much. Rack of it.
lies a thousand hesitations. It is as big

-..in obstad», to Wilson as it '.vas to
Packenham, if that, was his name, at,
'he !>att!e of New Orleans. The cotton
Senators do not want price regulation.
They war*, to kill it. If it is to survive
they want it to survive on a higher
level than the one on which it started.
The cotton farmer is getting 150 per
cent m©r<> for his product than he was
before the v;-.r. He wants to go right
en making that 150 per cent more and
'ii possible to better it. He has the
folidest block of influential votes in
Confess behind him of all the products
of the country.
Conservatives Rally
For Higher Wheat Rate
The cotton .Senators support $2.50

gheat. 1 conservative Senators from
Batten manufacturing states support$2.50 wheat. The Senators whose hearts
b«at in sympathy with coal expressiheir feelings in a vote for higher.heat And then there arc the wheat
itatc Senatoi too,
The administration's half-way policy

.'¦ '¦' r,g has made '.t possible to
.; " .'

- trong ease for the wheat;
izrrr.'r. Rye nells for more than
.seat, '-a. ge'ls for almost as much
as wheat, corn is high, wheat substi¬tutes have h<;«»n allowed to ko free
»hile the wheat price has been keptWow that nt a year ago. Moreover the'
""' buys hack some of the wheat'

Product from the mill*. This year he
t ]'*'''¦ Pav'n8 about "i'i per cent more
»Or 'short " than he did last year and
jetting le« f0r his wheat. This last1
meguaiity being adjusted.What Senator, thinking of cotton,?'«a! or manufacturers, would not grieve.»trthe state of the wheat farmer held
"'.' to $2.20 a bushel for his grain» this time ot hi«-;n price;».? Morc-2er» there i» the patriotic argument.¦**«« need more wheat next year. The

'*'/ to rt imuíate wh'-at growing i« to*»«.'; the prices for !'.*18 wheat %2'£0.«*M :f that causes ail that in left of
and

? Crop "' be hel') "n th<- farm'1
'" ¦ great hardship in consequence**r*'Ai>,l among our allie«.
«¦¿..Administration |* ¡n difficulties.¡¡J «y*»ident may aak the confer«-::««'
?it ïs * "' °'" '-'"¦" bou«« to defeat.* h¡j(h'rr price, promising to adjust««. priée of I'.tiH wheat a» a result of
' **Kigation i,i. the basis ot the actual'¦ r<ip.
iiA^-". !i<- tuny veto the bill if It****** Up him out of conference and is«'p>t/-d by both houses,)r, *'/a¡fi, r¡<- may compromis«*, workin "<*'ri, r.f may r*.t>mVT<>ttWM-, workn«r';o». a practicable bill from the pr«.s^Impossible t\';t.t, of the Senate ant

*u*a'*,u" ir'"" X¿U) .* Chicago >"

Eft *".*. we ÎHrrnn.. The general i<<-
2îi*?***** ,''' compromise will result.2f3* *M rr>«*ri that this war -.a to be
£*glt out <., a. high-prie- 'Jl»\u. That
LÏ* direction ¡rt which <*<j»r-s »r«"»«»g, auyway.

/. W. W. Sell And ¦ W. S. S.
/CHICAGO, March 22..A bond issue and a campaign for the sale^-^ ol" "general defence stamps" have been started by the I. W. W.to combat the Liberty Loan and war savings stamps campaign, accord¬ing to literature seized by Federal officials in recent raids on I. W. W.headquarters and made public to-night.

Thousands of dollars already have been realized from the sale ofthe bonds and stamps. The money is to be used in defence of members
now in jail and in the furtherance of sabotage, according to one
pamphlet. Another circular declares that, although the work of theI. W. W. has been greatly handicapped by the activities of governmentofficials, it is now "gradually getting back to normal." Another docu¬
ment declares that "many money contributions have been received from
Canada."
The I. W. W. bonds are called "freedom certificates."

City Invaded
By Horde of
Stock Fakers

More Swindlers Operating
Than Since 1907, Says

Prosecutor

According to officiais of the New
"iork Stock Exchange who are cooper¬
ating with District Attorney Swann,
there art? more fake stock salesmen
and bucketshop operators doing busi¬
ness in New York to-day than since
the palmy days of the t'ake copper
stock companies of 1907 and lf08
Brokers in legitimate stocks say they
are feeling the effect of these manipu¬
lations so seriously that they are com-

polled to ask the District Attorney for
protection.

Assistant District Attorney Edward
S. Brogan, in charge of the burean of
commercial frauds, says thirty fake
stock corporations, mostly oil produc-
ing concerns, are under investigation.
Twenty shady brokerage houses also
:¿re under scrutiny. None is a member
of the New York exchange. Mr. Brogan
says the frauds that can be traced to
these concerns in tho last few months
may amount to $2,000,000.
The main cause for the influx of the

dishonest horde, Mr. Brogan says, lies
in the fact that tiie speculation fever
has become almost universal. Even
charwomen with only a few hundred
dollars in the bank arc trying to
emulate the few brokerage house clerks
who struck it rich buying "war brides''
in 1915 and 1916.

Sharpers Here From Chicago
Another reason is the fact that bun-

dreds of stock sharpers have flocked
here from Chicago since the "blue sky"
la-="s. -weHt into effect in Illinois. I\îr. j
Brogan says the situation in New York
County is such that it must inevitably
lead to similar legislation at Albany.
A law requiring all corporations selling
stock in this state to tile semi-annually
a statement of tinances sworn to by at
least two of their officials would pro-
vide a lever for prompt prosecution on

grounds of fraudulent representations.
Four men were indicted yesterday on

charges of grand larceny in fake stock
jobbing transactions in which at least
.SIT,"),000 is involved. Six more cases
will be presented to the grand jury j
within the next few days, and com-

plaints aro being received by Assistant,
District Attorney Brogan so rapidly
that he has had to stop work on many j
less important cases which be had in
preparation for the grand jury.
Not all the fakes are in oil, Mr. Bro¬

gan says. Some are disguised as air-
plane companies, anti-aircraft gun pro-
motion schemes, etc. One case is that
of a motion picture film corporation of
Delaware, capitalized for $3,000,000,
with practically no assets. Several
prominent business men of Now York
were persuaded to get on the board of
directors, and they were also induced
to buy several thousand dollars of
worthless paper, along with hundreds
of other victims.

Stock Easily Sold at Hotel
An example of an ordinary scheme

for fleecing patriotic persons was re¬

vealed by the Mayor's Committee on

National Defence. A man supposed to
represent a Broadway concern for mak¬
ing anti-aircraft guns appeared ¡it the |
I'ark Avenue Hotel with a brass model
of the gun, and sold stock at S10 a

share to almost everybody in the, hotel,
including the employes. Finally a man j
who said he was A. J. Clapham, of 52
Broadway, appeared to take the model
away to have it tested. He was obliged
to pay the hotel bill of the stock sales¬
man, so he took the model as security.
After finding that it was impracticable
Mr. Clapham sold it for $24.

Mr. Brogan said the oil stock fakes
are mostly capitalized for at least $3,-
000,000, and the assets consist of leases
which are involved in title litigation
and non-producing wells. Most of the
concerns display prospectuses based on

articles written by some small college
professor and an equally unheard of
mining engineer.
Two of the men indicted yesterday

were arrested. One is Frederick B.
Signor, of 146 Peshine Street, Newark, j
N. J. He is charged with organizing
the New York and New Jersey Exprès:-,
Corporation, with $'.,000,000 capitali¬
zation. Signor joined the National
Democratic Club and sold stock. He
is charged with passing a forged draft
for $2,250 on Charles Tatanis, manager
of (aracanda Brothers, importers, of
00 Wall Street. Other indictments are

pending against. Signor. Judge Rosal-
sky, in General Sessions, remanded him
to the Tomba without bail.

Daniel .1. McNichol, a former mem¬

ber of the Police Department, was in-
dieted on a charge of taking $100 from j
W. J. Forreatall, a former policeman,!
to invest in stock of the Jerome New
York Copper Company. Mr. Brogan!
says McNichol was doing business at
20 Broad Street at the time, and that
he was also an agent for a stock
broker. Herbert ., .Wile, of 36 Broad
Street, and Frederick Rei«, of the same

address, are president and treasurer of
the Jerome New York Copper Com¬

pany, whose affair« are in litigation, j
The «lock ifl unlisted

Blast Kills Thirty Teutons;
500 Arms Cars Destroyed

LONDON, March 22. Thirty German
«oldi'-rs wer- killed and more than 100
Other« injured and 600 munition cars

v/d«- blown dp by an explosion at the
Mí'vrígnH « Station near Moni', Bel-,
glum, according to an Exchange Tel«'-
graph dispateh from Amsterdam, filed
ycrlerday. j

'the C-rrnHti'. bfid t'/ct.ed enormous

munition trains under camouflage«)
xhft'Jh at Movrigriie».

Holland To Be
Urged to Break
With America
Government Will Be Asked

if It Isn't Time to Re¬
call Minister

AMSTERDAM, March 22. A dispatch
from The Hague to the "Handelsblad"
says one of the most prominent mem¬
bers of Parliament intends to ask the
government whither it is not time to
recall the Dutch Minister at Washing¬
ton and hand passports to the Ameri¬
can Minister at The Hague.
The text of President Wilson's proc¬

lamation regarding Dutch shipping
reached Holland after the Thursday
evening newspapers had gone to press.
Meanwhile a somewhat bluntly worded
dispatch from Washington, speaking of
"the seizure of the ships after the
War Trade Board had been informed
Holland had rejected the American ulti¬
matum.-' caused an outburst of puzzled
anger from virtually the whole Dutch
press.

It is argued that there has been no

rejection by Holland of an ultimatum
and that previously nothing has been
heard of any ultimatum. The feelings
of the Dutch to all appearances are

badly hurt.
The Bourse opened to-day with a

stream of selling orders, but there was
no panic.
Commenting upon President Wilson's

proclamation regarding Dutch ship¬
ping, the "Algemeen Handelsblad" says
it considers that there now de-volves
upon the Allied powers the. moral duty
of maintaining international traffic for
state_s which cannot exist without it.
Continued refusal to permit Holland to
obtain grain from Argentina, it. says,
would be a serious matter for both
parties.
The "Telegraaf" says it is wrong to

speak of rejection of the Allies' ulti¬
matum by Holland. It asserts that the
Dutch government acceded to the pro¬posals of the Allies as far as was com¬
patible with its position as a non-bellig¬erent, and adds :
"The ultimatum was thus accepted in

principle, but in such a form as tomaintain Holland's rights as against.America's unlimited power. The Dutch
government thereby acted in accord¬
ance with the principles set forth byPresident Wilson in considering a fut¬
ure peace based upon right above
might."
The "Nieuws van den Dag" says it is

a singular fact that both the Dutch andthe Allied governments seem to havelittle knowledge of the course of events.
It adds:

"'One would be inclined to ask
whether there is some one in between
who is holding up reports."

| Staff Correspondence\
WASHINGTON, March 22..The re¬

port ihat the Dutch Minister to the;United States would be recalled by theNetherlands government could not be
confirmed to-day, cither at the legation
or the State Department. Minister
Augustus Phillips had no engagementwith the State Department, and thelatter has received nothing from The
Hague, it was authoritatively stated.
The silence of Holland is regarded in

some quarters as portending action
more serious than a protest, in regardto the requisitioning by the Allies andAmerica of Dutch merchant shipping.

Reichstag Holding Secret
Debate About Holland

WASHINGTON, March 22. -A dis¬
patch from Berne says:

''The Plenary Commission of the
Reichstag has been holding secret de-I
bates upon the question of Holland."

Three Men Arrested
For Faulty Gauges
On U. S. Torpedoes

-_

r

PHILADELPHIA, March 22. Two
enemy aliens and one naturalized
American were arrested to-day and
held in heavy bail to-night on the
charge of conspiracv to defraud the
government by furnishing defective
gauges for torpedoes on American war¬
ships.
The men are Fritz Bicret. assistant

to the general manager of the 17 ni ted
States Gauge Company, of Sellersville,
Pcnn.; William Heindricks, genera!
foreman, and George Schubert, fore-
iTi a n.

United States Commissioner Howard
M. Long in holding the men in $5,000
bail sail he made the bond high be¬
cause he assumed there might be some¬
thing more serious in the case.
The gauges involved are subjected

to an endurance test of high pressure
for six hours.

It ix charged that the accused men
installed secret taps and numps to the
gauges, with the result tbut the test
was defeated. This was done, accord¬
ing to government agents, at times
when Federal inspectors were not.
watching the tests.
The defeat, of the tesis left the

gauges, which are used to measure the
air pressure of torpedoes, defective, ac¬

cording lo government agents. Whether
any of he defective gauges are now on
torpedoes on board warships govern¬
ment olliccr. could not suy.

f

Teutons Move
On Moscow by
Three Routes
They Change Direction of
Advance When Petro¬

grad Is Evacuated

Soviets Disbanding
Old Russian Army

Railroads Unable to Han¬
dle Freight and Hordes

of Refugees
l'y The Associated I'ressi

MOSCOW, March 19..Notwithstand¬
ing that peace with Glrmany has been
ratified by the Congress of Workmen's
and Soldiers' Delegates the German ad¬
vance in -Russia still continues, the
evacuation of Petrograd having served
only to change the German objective
to Moscow.
According to reports printed in the

newspapers this morning, the Germans
are moving toward Moscow from three
directions-southwest, west*and north¬
west. From the southwest they re¬

cently have advanced twenty-five miles
from Konotop, province of Tchernigov,
in the general direction of Bryansk,
which is 235 miles from Moscow by
rail.
From the west the Germans are ap¬

proaching Smolensk, which is about
2Ö0 miles from Moscow. In the north¬
west they have captured the station
of Rosenovskaya, in the government of
Vitebsk.
The order to evacuate the hospitals

and other institutions in Gjhatsk, 100
miles from Moscow, indicates that a
further German advance is considered
imminent by the government.

Seek Peace With the Ukraine
The governments of Poltava. Khar¬

kov and Tchernigov have all been de¬
clared in' a state of siege by the
Ukraine government in an effort to
save Kharkov and prevent a further
advance by the Austrians supporting
the Ukraine bourgeoisie Rada.

.M. Tchitcherin, of the Bolshevik For¬
eign Office, in a statement issued to¬
day says that the Soviet government is
negotiating informally with the Ukraine
for peace and that he hopes formal
negotiations will open soon.
The Soviet government is rapidly

disarming and disbanding the old army
and "liminatinx its influence from pub¬
lic affairs. The Moscow Soviet has
removed from its executive committee
all soldier representatives, and similar
action is taking place throughout. Rus¬
sia, as the old army is presumably out
of existence and not entitled to rep¬
resentation.
The new voluntary army will select

representatives in the various soviets.
The old soldiers are unwilling at many
places to surrender their arms and re¬
turn to work. At Petrograd three reg¬
iments declined to be demobilized. The
Bolshevik Red Guards entered the bar¬
racks, surprised the sleeping soldiers,
seized their arms and forced them to
leave the city.

Plan Evacuation of Capital
The Petrograd Soviet has issued a

statement, saying that these regiments
were under influences contrary to the
revolutionary movement, were lazy and
undisciplined and refused to assist in
guard duty. In explanation of the gov¬
ernment's evacuation of Petrograd the
Soviet has issued a statement saying
the commissioners went to Moscow for
the purpose of saving Petrograd from
destruction, as they believed the gov¬
ernment's removal will demonstrate
the strength of the Russian people's
government and show the Germans
that the capture of the capital would
be. useless, as the government is pre¬
pared ¿o fall ':>ack constantly before
the German advance, resisting and
slowing down he enemy onslaught.

All available rolling stock is beingused for the evacuation of Petrograd
along the Trans-Siberian railroad
toward the Ural Mountains. The Put-
iloff munition works and the Shlussel-
burg powder factory, near Petrograd,
employing from 10,000 to 40,000 work¬
men, are being moved to Omsk and To¬
bolsk.

Siberian Railway Congested
The entire western end of the Trans-

Siberian railroad is congested with
trains of machinery, guns, ammunition
and automobiles. All sorts of war ma¬
terial and factory equipment were
stacked on flat cars, and government
employes, factory workers and thou¬
sands of German and Austrian prison¬
ers are being sent to Omsk and other
Siberian cities for industrial work in
reestablishing plants.

.Many prisoners when interviewed by
The Associated Press correspondent
show little interest in the war, espe¬
cia' ly the Austrians, who apparently
have no desire to return home. Some,
of them sought medicines from the
American Red Cross unit for sick com¬
rades and did not know that the United
States had entered the war.

Refugees Crowd Vologda
Vologda, where the American Em¬

bassy is now located, has suddenly de¬
veloped from a provincial city with a
population of 00.000 to a congested
transfer point with a large floating
population. Military missions of many
nations leaving Rumania and the
Ukraine have gathere there, awaiting
transportation to Siberia or Kola and
Petrograd.
Refugees unable to reach Moscow and

other points southward by direct line,
because of hordes of disbanded soldiers,
have centred at Vologda in the hope of
(hiding accommodation on railway
trains leaving for southern points,
where the food situation is better.
There is little freight moving except
government supplies. Every inch of
space inside of cars, on platforms and
un the bumpers is occupied by refugees.
All the stations are crowded with men,
women and children fighting for space
in the cars.

_

Germans Capture City
Northeast of Odessa

LONDON, March 22..The Germans
have Occupied the city of Ochakov, on
the Dnieper estuary, forty-one miles
northeast of Odessa, Router's Petro¬
grad correspondent reports.
Other Russian news on Page ..

Half Million Germans Take
50 Miles of Line, 200 Guns,
16.000 Prisoners. Says Berlin

Kaiser and Hindenburg Watching Attack
LONDON, March 22..Emperor William, Field Marshal von Hindenburg and General von Ludendorf

have gone to the Western front to witness the German attack, says on Exchange Telegraph dispatch
from Copenhagen.

Bulgarian and Austrian troops are now on the Western front, the dispatch reports. The Bulgarians
will be used as a strategic reserve, the dispatch says. The number of Austrians on the West front is not
large, but Austrian cannon in great numbers have been concentrated there*.

The Austrian War Minister, General von Steiner, who is now in Berlin, is said to have promised
Field Marshal von Hindenburg that the Austrians would take over the work of guarding the. Eastern
front when the offensive in the West began.

"THE DESCENT OF MAN"

|U. S. Warship
Seizes Raider
In the Pacific

German - Manned Vessel,
Carrying Arms, Found

Off Mexico

WASHINGTON', March '22..A sixty-
foot motor boat.the Agassi?..which
sailed from a Mexican port with Ger¬
mans, German flags, rifles and pistols
on board, has been seized at sea by an

American warship and taken to a Pa¬
cific port for investigation to determine
whether she was starting on a com-

merce raiding cruise.
After press dispatches had told of

the seizure of a suspicious craft in the
Pacific by an American cruiser, the
Navy Department to-night issued this |
statement:

The Navy Department announced
to-night that a small American ves-

sel the Agassiz -which sailed from
a West Mexican port, where she had
been fitted out under circumstances
which led the naval authorities to

believe that she might be used as an

enemy raider, has been seized at sea

and taken to a Pacific port for in-
vestigation. There were found aboard
several Germans, German flags, rifles
and pistols. When seized she had no

ship's papers and a number of articles
were seen to be thrown overboard.
The Agassiz is a gas-propelled boat

about <»() feet long and so far as

present information indicates carried
no mounted guns.

Vessel Has Been
Under Suspicion

, Since January, 1917
A PACIFIC PORT, March 22. With

what is declared to be a captured Ger-

American Gunners Wreck
2 Lines of German Trenches

-_.

Deserters Surrender to Pershing's Men in Toul
Sector.Teutons Building Defences Which Are
Half Concrete

riîy The Associated Press)
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN

FRANCE, March 21. -Enemy first and
second line positions on a part of the
sector east of Luneville have been de-
stroyed completely by American artil-
lery fire. After the raid into the Ger-
man positions last night the American
gunners shelled the po: itions heavily
all night and this morning.
To-day a patrol, without assistance

from the artillery, crossed No Man's
Land, and found that the first and sec-
ond lines had been wiped out. The
patrol also obtained additional informa¬
tion and returned without casualties,
the Germans apparently having decided
not to molest them.

Artillery firing by both sides on this
sector continued all day.
On the sector northwest of Toul a

number of Germans deserted last night
and surrendered to an Amorican patrol
in a certain wood. The Germans ap¬
proached the Americans shouting"Don't shoot!" The prisoners were
turned over to the French.
Much information of value was ob¬

tained from the deserters, who said
they were "fed up" with the war and
decided they would rather be prisoners.
Included in the information obtained
from the men was the statement that

during the gas projector attack against
the American lines on February 27, 900
projectors were employed. One-half
the projectiles fired fell within the Ger¬
man lines, and the gas overcame manyof the Germans. The next day, accord¬
ing to the deserters, 11 Germans were
killed and 30 wounded while taking out
the dead.
American intelligence officers are in¬

clined to doubt the story regarding 900
projectors. American information is
that only 75 were used.
An American patrol last night entered

the enemy first line and remained there
six hours, but did not see any of the
enemy. It is reported that the Ger¬
mans recently had constructed trenches
that are concrete half way up on the
side.
Great activity continues behind the

enemy lines. Within the last four days
a number of rock crushers and concrete
mixers have been brought up, and there
are signs that the Germans intend to
construct a number of new pill boxes
opposite the American front. Several
trains of material have arrived at townsin the German lines during the last
twenty-four hours.

To-day's reports say that three Ger¬
man airplanes flew over various partsof the American front line at daybreakand fired their machine guns on out-positions. Their effort?, however, werewjthout result.

man raider in tow, a United States «

cruiser is expected to reach this port
next Sunday or Monday, according to
information given out to-day by naval
officers here.

Wireless messages from the com-
mander of the cruiser said the capturedveBsel is the Alexander Agassiz, for
several years in the service of a bio-
logical institute at La .Tolla, Cal. The
capture was made last Tuesday off Ma-
¿atlan, Mexico.
The Agassiz, according to Federal

officials, has been under suspicion since
last clearing from San Diego, January
.27, 1917. *'

According to advices received hero,'the Agagaiz, thirty-two tons net, was'
captured fifteen miles oo" Mazatlau,¡

Mexico at 11 o'clock lase Tuesday,lhese ate reports said th<; Agassi-flying the flag of the imperial German':
navy, was heavily armed and tarried
a crew ol live.
The Agassiz was not large enough tobe used extensively as a raider Feîl-eral officials say, however, that it was'the evident intention of th.. German

crew to capture a Pacafic mail boat
running to Panama, outfitting it withheavier guns, recruiting a full crewfrom pro-Germans now living at westcoast Mexican ports, and then start out
on a reign of terror.
The ring leader of the party thatoutfitted the Agassiz purchattd the ves-sel, according to Federal av.thoritieshere, from the Pacific Coast Trading!und Shipping Company, of Loa Angclca.i

Battle Continues Un*
abated; British Re¬
gain Ground in
Counter Attack

Haig Reports
Defences Holding

Enemy Losses Tre¬
mendous; Bulgarian
Troops Are Held

as Reserve
Berlin announces the capture of

1(5,000 men. 200 guns and the
British first line on a fifty-mile
front, in the offensive begun on
Thursday.

Field Marsha! «Haig states that the
Germans have sustained unprece¬dented losses in taking a small
amount of ground. The British
were holding' the enemy in their
"battle positions," according to
the first British communication
yesterday.

The night report declared that the
Germans continued their attacks
in great strength along almost all
the battle front. At several points
the Germans gained. At other-
the:/ were repulsed in counter at¬
tacks. Haig admits, the British
losses are heavy, hut not out of
proportion to the magnitude of the
battle.

The vast* conflict continued until late
into the night, following the first
day of attack.

Maps found on prisoners show the
Germans are far from reachingthe objectives planned for the first
day of the operation. The exact
location of the British line is held
a secret.

The enemy has made the greatest
artillery concentration ever seen.
a gun every twelve yards on one
sector.

Forty enemy divisions (approxi¬
mately 4HO.000 men) were fluriizinto the attack on the first day.Many more have since been en¬
gaged.

In a brilliant counter attack the
British retook and held Doigniesabout three miles behind the ol«
front line, with the help of tanks

British aircraft on Thursday aide«
materially the infantry forces be
low, killing or wounding man;Germans with their machine gun
while flying at low altitudes.

In addition, British aircraft bombo
important military positions be
hind the line and aviators ac
counted for numerous German ait
men in battles in the air.

The Germans are holding Bulgaria
troops as a reserve. Large nun
bers. of Austrian guns are bein
used. The Austrians are reporte
to have agreed to guard the whol
East front, leaving the German
hands free for the West.

First Mad Rash
Shattered Against

Firm British Lin
By Arthur S. Draper

LONDON, March 22..The grea
est and probably the decisive batt
of the war finds the British lin
firm. On the second day the smo¡
cleared sufficiently to disclose Haii
men defending their positions con
dently.
Under the eyes of the Kais«

Hindenburg and Ludendorff the e
emy has made his first attempt
the fourth year of the war to bla
smother and crush his way to a G<
man peace, but it has proved a fa
ure when the size of the forces <
gaged in the mad rush along the b;
tlefront between the Scarpe and i
Oise is considered.
The terrific bombardment by 1

German and Austrian guns sla»
ened considerably to-day, and. af
the frightful losses of the first
tack, the enemy apparently is fc
ing a breathing spell.

Allies Aie Confident
The Allies have every reason

feel proud of the gallant stand
the British and confident of
future developments in the ba
which only has just begun.
The enemy claims the capture

the first line, but makes no ment
of a counter-attack which regai
territory west of Cambrai.

Instead of selecting some piv«


